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55 Gla

torial Combat: Seneca

‘The city of Rome was the vibrant center of this extensive empire. It provided services and entertainment
to a teeming population of about one million inhabitants from all over the world. The following excerpts
reveal the advantages and disadvantages of city life.

Source: “Gladiatorial Combat” is reprinted by permission of the publishers and the Loob Classical Library
from Seneca, Moral Epistles, 7.3-5, trans. Richard Gummere, vol. 1 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1917), pp. 31, 33.

SENECA

By chance I attended a mid-day exhibition, expecting some fon, wit, 2nd relaxation—an eshibition at which men’s eyes
have respite from the slaughter of their fellow-men. But it was quite the reverse. The previous combats were the essence
of compassion; but aow all the trifling is put aside and it is pure murder. The men have o defensive armour. They are
exposed to blows at all points, 2nd 1o one ever strikes in vain. . . . In the morning they throw men to the ions and the
‘bears; at noon, they throw them to the spectators. The spectators demand that the slayer shall face the man who i to slay
him in bis furn; and they always reserve the latest conqueror for another butchering. The outcome of every fight is death,
‘and the means are fire and sword. This sort of thing goes on while the arena is empty. You may retort: “But he was a high-
way robber; he killed 2 man!” And what of it? Granted that, as a murderer, he deserved this punishment, what crime have
ou committed, poor fellorw, that you should deserve to sit and see this show? In the moming they cried “Kill him! Lash
him! Bum him! Why does he meet the sword in so cowardly a way? Why does he strike so feebly? Why doesn’t he die
‘game? Whip him to meet his wounds! Let them recefve blow for blow, with chests bare and exposed to the stroke!” And
when the games stop for the intermission, they announce: “A liffe throat-cutting in the meantime, so that there may stll
be something going on!”

Question:
1. What do Seneca’s observations tell you about the type of person that attended gladiatorial games?
Are there any similarities with modern-day sporting events?




