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Words of the Bewitched

New Englanders believed that witches were capable of using their occult powers to cause
bad things to happen to people. Usually, they believed, witches were in league with the
devil, who used them as his agents to cause havoc. During the seventeenth century, ap-
proximately three hundred New Englanders were accused in court of being witches, about
four-fifths of them women. The largest and most famous outbreak of witchcraft accusa-
tions occurred at Salem in 1692. The prominent Puritan minister Cotton Mather sum-
marized the testimony against some of the accused witches in his book Wonders of the
Invisible World (1692), the source of the following testimony against Bridget Bishop.
Bishop was a married, middle-aged woman; both she and her husband were church mem-
bers. Eight days after her trial, she was executed by hanging.

Testimony against Accused Witch Bridget Bishop, 1692

The trial of Bridget Bishop . . . at the Court of Oyer and Terminer held at
Salem, June 2, 1692.

I. She was indicted for bewitching of several persons in the neighborhood,
the indictment being drawn up, according to the form in such cases usual. And
pleading, not guilty, there were brought in several persons, who had long under-
gone many kinds of miseries, which were preternaturally inflicted, and generally
ascribed unto a horrible witchcraft. There was little occasion to prove the witch-
craft; it being evident and notorious to all beholders. Now to fix the witchcraft on
the prisoner at the bar, the first thing used was, the testimony of the bewitched;
whereof, several testified, that the shape of the prisoner did oftentimes very griev-
ously pinch them, choke them, bite them, and afflict them; urging them to write
their names in a book, which the said specter called, ours. One of them did fur-
ther testify, that it was the shape of this prisoner, with another, which one day
took her from her [spinning] wheel, and carrying her to the riverside, threatened
there to drown her, if she did not sign to the book mentioned: which yet she re-
fused. Others of them did also testify, that the said shape, did in her threats, brag
to them, that she had been the death of sundry persons, then by her named; that
she had ridden a man, then likewise named. Another testified, the apparition of
ghosts unto the specter of Bishop, crying out, you murdered us! About the truth
whereof, there was in the matter of fact, but too much suspicion.

II. It was testified, that at the examination of the prisoner, before the magis-
trates, the bewitched were extremely tortured. If she did but cast her eyes on
them, they were presently struck down; and this in such a manner as there could
be no collusion in the business. But upon the touch of her hand upon them, when
they lay in their swoons, they would immediately revive; and not upon the touch
of anyone’s else. Moreover, upon some special actions of her body, as the shaking
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of her head, or the turning of her eyes, they presently and painfully fell into the
like postures. . . .

IV. One Deliverance Hobbs, who had confessed her being a witch, was now
tormented by the specters, for her confession. And she now testified, that this
Bishop, tempted her to sign the book again, and to deny what she had confessed.
She affirmed, that it was the shape of this prisoner, which whipped her with iron
rods, to compel her thereunto. And she affirmed, that this Bishop was at a gen-
eral meeting of the witches, in a field at Salem Village and there partook of a dia-
bolical sacrament, in bread and wine then administered!

V. To render it further unquestionable, that the prisoner at the bar, was the
person truly charged in this witchcraft, there were produced many evidences of
other witchcrafts, by her perpetrated. For instance, John Cook testified, that about
five or six years ago, one morning, about sunrise, he was in his chamber, assaulted
by the shape of this prisoner: which looked on him, grinned at him, and very
much hurt him, with a blow on the side of the head: and that on the same day,
about noon, the same shape walked in the room where he was, and an apple
strangely flew out of his hand, into the lap of his mother, six or eight foot from
him.

VI. Samuel Gray, testified, that about fourteen years ago, he waked on a night,
and saw the room where he lay, full of light; and that he then saw plainly a woman
between the cradle, and the bedside, which looked upon him. He rose, and it van-
ished; though he found the doors all fast. Looking out at the entry door, he saw
the same woman, in the same garb again; and said, In God’s name, what do you
come for? He went to bed, and had the same woman again assaulting him. The
child in the cradle gave a great screech, and the woman disappeared. It was long
before the child could be quieted; and though it were a very likely thriving child,
yet from this time it pined away, and after divers months died in a sad condition.
He knew not Bishop, nor her name but when he saw her after this, he knew by
her countenance, and apparel, and all circumstances, that it was the apparition of
this Bishop, which had thus troubled him.

VIL John Bly and his wife, testified, that he bought a sow of Edward Bishop,
the husband of the prisoner; and was to pay the price agreed, unto another per-
son. This prisoner being angry that she was thus hindered from fingering the
money, quarrelled with Bly. Soon after which the sow, was taken with strange
fits; jumping, leaping, and knocking her head against the fence, she seemed blind
and deaf, and would neither eat nor be sucked. Whereupon a neighbor said, she
believed the creature was over-looked; and sundry other circumstances con-
curred, which made the deponents believe that Bishop had bewitched it. . . .

IX. Samuel Shattuck testified, that in the year 1680, this Bridget Bishop, often
came to his house upon such frivolous and foolish errands, that they suspected
she came indeed with a purpose of mischief. Presently whereupon his eldest child,
which was of as promising health and sense, as any child of its age, began to
droop exceedingly; and the oftener that Bishop came to the house, the worse grew
the child. As the child would be standing at the door, he would be thrown and
bruised against the stones, by an invisible hand, and in like sort knock his face
against the sides of the house, and bruise it after a miserable manner. Afterwards
this Bishop would bring him things to dye, whereof he could not imagine any
use; and when she paid him a piece of money, the purse and money were unac-
countably conveyed out of a locked box, and never seen more. The child was im-



